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MRCSA NEWS 

More Than Basketball? 

 

Yes, there’s more than Basketball’s March 
Madness happening this month and MRCSA will 
be there.  

• March 6 - ADHS Palo Verde Exercise. 
Simulated Radiological Release. ESAR-VHP 
notification drill. 

• March 17 - Pima County Celebration of the 
“Loop” Trail Opening. MRCSA staffs first aid 
stations. 

• March 24 - “Be A Leader When Disaster 
Strikes” Workshop ( See page 2 for location)  

 

 

 

“Frequent and 
devastating 

natural disasters 
all raise demand 
for humanitarian 
assistance and 
disaster relief.” 

 

Leon Panetta  
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Medical Reserve Corps of Southern Arizona 

Be a Community Leader! 
 

Being a leader in your community starts with 
this workshop on March 24. 9:00-11:30 am at 
Drachman Hall (See Page 2 for map.) 
  
 Subject Matter Experts from: 
   - Pima County Regional Flood Control     
     District - Flooding  
  -  U.S. Forest Service/Coronado National  
           Forest - Wildfires 

  -  Physicians for Social Responsibility -     
    Nuclear and Radiation Threats 

 

MRCSA members and 
community partners partici-
pated in our first volunteer 
readiness workshop of 
2018.  
Thanks to the MRCSA 
Leadership Team, we expe-
rienced donning and doffing 
PPE and, with a skills 
checklist, learned about 
hand washing, gloving and 
degloving, immunization 
recommendations for 
adults, personal prepared-
ness equipment and sup-
plies, ESAR-VHP and acro-
nyms; ’the language of 
MRC”. 

Volunteer Readiness 2.0 

And In November  . . . 

 

National Mass Care Exercise 

MRCSA will be collaborating with the our part-
ners in the Southern Arizona COAD during the 
2018 National Mass Care Exercise on May 22. 
Mark your calendars and watch for more infor-
mation in the April newsletter. A key component 
will be the MARC, a new concept in resource 
management. 

MARC: 
Multi-agency Resource 
Center -  an efficient 
method to deliver services 
to individuals and families 
affected by a disaster by 
bringing together multiple  
services  providers in a 
single location and provid-
ing on-site assistance. 

Looking ahead, MRCSA will cooperate with the Pima County Health Department and 

the Arizona Department of Health Services for a two day Pandemic Preparedness 

workshop and hands-on drill. 

Friday, November 2 will be a full day workshop at the Tucson Police Department’s 

Miracle Mile Service Center to be followed up on Saturday, November 3 with a half 

day Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) and Medical Counter Measures (MCM) drill.  

We encourage you to participate in both days. Friday’s workshop is required for Sat-

urday’s hands-on drill. 

Our thanks to Brandie Anderson RN, BSN, In-
fection Prevention Program Director at Banner 
University Medical Center for her comprehen-
sive PPE instruction. 
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University of Arizona  
College of Pharmacy 

 

Parking is free on Saturday in 
the University lot at the corner 
of Campbell Avenue and  
Helen Street. 
 

Drachman Hall is west of the 

parking lot, directly behind the 

College of Public Health.  

 

Free Parking on Saturday 

College of Pharmacy  
Drachman Hall 
Room B111 - First Floor 
 

2018 Member Survey Results 

Preliminary responses to our recent member survey told us that: 

• 88% prefer to continue workshops and meetings on their current sched-

ule, Saturday morning between 9:00 and 11:30 am. 

• 94% favor workshops conducted by subject matter experts. 

• 87% want hands-on drills and exercises 

• 81% are interested in neighborhood disaster planning 

We’re responding to your interests, as the March 24 workshop includes 

presentations by three subject matter experts and is focused on neighbor-

hood planning. Our February workshop included both an SME and hands-on 

learning. The May workshop will be more hands-on with more SMEs. 

Thanks to  Dr. Keith 

Boesen and the College 

of Pharmacy for the use 

of the workshop venue 

at Drachman Hall. 

• Conducted the Caring for Culturally Diverse Populations in a Disaster roundtable 

• Participated in Closed POD Training 

• Hosted a Meet and Greet for the U.S. Public Health Service in collaboration with the AZ Poison and Drug 
Information Center 

• Participated in the AZ HOSA Spring Conference and Competitions 

• Participated in Red Cross shelter exercise planning 

• Conducted the Superbugs-A World Wide Threat workshop 

• Conducted Emergency Civilian Casualty Care Training Sessions 

• Participated in Tucson Meet Yourself in partnership with ICSAVE. 

• Affiliated with the Southern Arizona Interagency Peer Support Team and ICSAVE 

•  

March 24 Workshop Location 

MRCSA Member Handbook 2018 

The newly revised and updated MRCSA volunteer handbook will be availa-
ble beginning at the March 24 workshop.  
 

Get your copy of this great new resource that provides answers to many 
frequently asked questions, including volunteer assignments; credentialing; 
training; core competencies; maintaining readiness; vaccines; personal and 
family emergency planning; ESAR-VHP and more. 
 

Enter here and proceed 
to the end of the hall-
way to  
Room B111. 

From Across the Country 

• The National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN) has great pre- 
and post- crisis tools and resources http://www.nctsn.org/resources/
audiences/school-personnel (Minnesota Department of Health) 

• Anne Schuchat MD, acting CDC director identifies three priority public 
health issues for 2018: deadly and unpredictable infectious diseases 
like flu and preparedness for the next pandemic; antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria and the opioid overdose epidemic. (American Public Health 
Association Newswire) 

• Many Americans have questions about what a nuclear blast is and the 
steps that can be taken to prepare and protect their families. Guides for 
making family communication plans and building emergency kits can be 
found at www.ready.gov/nuclear-blast. (FEMA’s Children and Disasters 
Newsletter) 


